6.   A PUZZLE AND ITS SOLUTION

Lord Reading is puzzled and perplexed. Speaking in reply
to the addresses from the British Indian Association and the Ben-
gal National Chamber of Commerce at Calcutta, His Excellency
said:

I confess that when I contemplate the activities of a section of the com-
munity, I find myself still, notwithstanding persistent study ever since I
have been in India, puzzled and perplexed. I ask myself what purpose
is served by flagrant breaches of the law for the purpose of challenging
the Government and in order to compel arrest.

The answer was partly given by Pandit Motilal Nehru when he
said on being arrested2 that he was being taken to the house of
freedom, We seek arrest because the so-called freedom is slavery.
We are challenging the might of this Government because we
consider its activity to be wholly evil. We want to overthrow the
Government, We want to compel its submission to the people's
will. We desire to show that the Government exists to serve the
people, not the people the Government, Free life under the Gov-
ernment has become intolerable, for the price exacted for the
retention of freedom is unconscionably great. Whether we are one
or many, we must refuse to purchase freedom at the cost of our self-
respect or our cherished convictions. I have known even little
children become unbending when an attempt has been made to
cross their declared purpose, be it ever so flimsy in the esti-
mation of their parents.

Lord Reading must clearly understand that the non-co-opera-
tors are at war with the Government. They have declared rebel-
lion against it inasmuch as it has committed a breach of faith
with the Mussulmans, it has humiliated the Punjab and it insists
upon imposing its will upon the people and refuses to repair the
breach and repent of the wrong done in the Punjab.

There were two ways open to the people, the way of armed
rebellion and the way of peaceful revolt. Non-co-operators have

1 This is one of the articles for which Gandhiji was tried and sentenced
in March 1922.
2 On December 6, 1921